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NOWHERE In the United States
Is there a city of the aame slze
that poKsesses such a wealth
of historle int'erest, and is so
adopted for conventlons as ls

the city of Rlchmond. Sltuated in the
very heart of the most historle portlpn
of the Cnlted States, wlthln a short
distanee of ul! of ihe anclent towns
of tlie colony, iifty mlles from James-
town, the lirst Engllsh BOttlement in
Amerlca, the anclent centre of art, lit-
<;rature and lt-arning of tlie early -days,
nnd the very heart of the Btruggle be¬
tween the States, there is perhaps no
city that appeals so strongly to the
people of Amerlca and to visitors from
nbrond as does the capital of the Con-
federacy for four long years, and ln a
united country the capital of Vlrglnla
to-day, Rlchmond ls almost as old a
nettlement as ls tlie historle lsland of
Jumexlown, on James Rlver, for but
two years after Captain John Smlth
and his bahd of adventurous gentlemen
landed on American solt ln 1607, un
exploratlon under Wisc was Bent out
from Jorastown to lind tho source of
the rlvt / Whlch had been nami-d in
honor v/ iinc Klng. Stiiling up the
stream. Ja band reached the head of
navigatlon, and were foreed to come to
anehor on account of Oie Iramehse
boulders tiiat spread across the river.
They landed In 1609 at a point where
Rlchmond now stands. Thls may bu
called the llr.st settlemcnt of the clty,
although lt was not untll the followlng
year that 100 men carrie from James-
town and went Into camp a't the falls
of James River. From Powhatan, the
Indlan king, whose daugliter, Poca-
hontaB, played so important a part
ln tlie hlstory of the colony, and who
later married John Rolfe, went abroad]
and dled there, was purchaaed a stripi
of territory where Rlchmond now
stands, upon whlch a fortiilcatlon was!
erected. In 1611 Sir Thomas Drake
took possesslon of the place, and, ln
honor of Prince Henry, named the vll-
lago Henrico, whlch Is to-day the name
of the county, and from whlch the clty
of Ricnmond may falrly be sald to have
sprung. So lt will bo seon that Rlch¬
mond ls almost as old as the first set-
tlement ltself, founded by tho same
peoplo and fostered under tlie same
laws.

Storuiy Dayn.
These early days were ones of ad-

venturo and of sudden death for tho
men who manned the small fort, and
so dangerous dtd It flnally become that
William Byrd, who is known to hls¬
tory as the, founder of Rlchmond; was
granted all the territory around Hen¬
rico, on conditlon that he would keep
at the vlllage fifty strong and etalwart
men to protect the settiers and over-
ppwor the warlike and unfrlendly ln-
dlans.

It was ln Rlchmond that Nathan'iel
Uacon lived, and to-day a stone on
tlie lawn of a small villa on Grovo
Road marks the placo of his rosldence
here. The town slowly grew apace,
but it was not untll 1742, when George
II. reigned, that tho town was Incor-
porated under the name of Rlchmond,
ln honor of the arlstocratlc rosort made
famous by whlto balt on tho banks of
the Thamoa.
Wllllam Byrd hlmself owned an es-

tate near Ricnmond; in fact, the prop¬
erty was in the vory heart of what ls
known 'as Ricnmond to-day, and the
street called Bolvldero, whlch runa
through tho most fashionable part ot
the clty, was naraed after his resl¬
dence, whlch occupied a commanding
posltion on the hllls that overlobk tlio
fallB, and ,whlch ln the literature of the
day was described as magnlficent and
lordly. Rlchmond grew but slowly, for
Wllllamsburg, whlch had become the
capital of the colony after the burnlng
of Jamestown, was the great soclal
centre of the State, and the rlch plant-
era and thelr wlves and daughters
gathered there to take part ln the
eocla.l affalrs that surrounded the Gov-
ernor's court, to vislt the play and
wltnoss tho horse races and sport3
Whlch there abounded, In 1776, how¬
ever, durlng tho Revoluttonary War,
on account of the threatened Invaslon
by the Brltish, the capital was moved
from WilllamsbtTrg to Rlchmond, whlch
thereafter became tho soclal contre ot
the Old Domlnlon. In 1783 /Rlchmond
waa incorporated as a city, and from
that tlmra op the growth has been very
Steady and well abreast wlth the tlmes,

Points of Intereat. .

A spot of Interest around Rlchmont
ln polnt of antlqulty as well as Ir
polnt of historical value ls St, John'i
Church. -yhlch bulldlng, standing on t
hill whlch takea its name from th.v
edlflce, ls perhaps the most famou;
church in the whole of AmericB.. Th'
Parlsh of St. John's dates back to a'
early a perlod aa 1632, when a churcl
of sorne sort was erected, but not un
til 1740 was the present church oull!

the colonlsts being ordored to raise
the necessary sum, and those faillng
to contribute being assessed -udi-r
the law and these amounts collected
by execution. lt was in thls edlflce in
1775 that Patrick Henry delivered his
great speech, "Give me liberty or glve
me death," whlch has come rlnging
down through the years ever sinco.
Surrounding the old church ls an cqual-
ly qualnt burying-ground, ln which
many distlngulshed dead are burled,
and which, on account of the qualnt-
nes.s of the inscrlptlons, rcsemblos the
graveyards of the old Engllsh churches,

In 1.785 the foundation of tho pres¬
ent State Capltol was begun. This
building was plnnned and erected by
Thomas Jefferson, who modeled it
after the famous Maison Quarree of
Nimes, bullt by Caius and Lucius
Caesar, and it Is recorded that Mr.
Jefferson pronounced the bulldlng the
most beautlful and most perfect pro-
portloned of any ho had ever seen.

Religious Liberty.
'i..is building has played Its part ln

the hlstory of Amerlca. In the early
days the volcos of the greatest men
ln Amerlca -were heard wlthln Its walls.
Religious liberty was born here,' not
only ln theory, but ln practice, for tha
Committee of Churchmen which framed
the blll sat there, and the ofllcials of
Virginia opened wlde its doors as the
meetlng place for the people of varl¬
ous religious denomlnations. It ls
recorded that Sunday after Sunday re¬
ligious servlces were held ln the hall
of the General Assembly, the Rev. Mr.
Buchanan, an Eplscopal clergyman.
preaching one Sunday and Parson
Blair, an emlnent Presbyterlan dlvlno.
whose grandfather had been one ol
the distlngulshed clergymen of the
earller days, preaching the next, and
wonderful to relato, to the self-same
congregation. But not alone dld the
Eplscopallana and Preabyterlans wor-
shlp here, for lt is worthy of note thai
at. the express request of the Genera
Assembly a very distlngulshed Frencl
abbe said masa in the State Capito
shortly after tho Revolqtlon, thls ueinf
the flrst tlme that-mass had been sah
ln any large bulldlng wlthln the con
flnes of Virginia. It 1b, as the Capito
of the Confederacy best known, how
ever, for here the Confederate Con
gresa sat, and tn the building wore th
offlces of Preaident Jefferson Davls. 1
ls ln thls historle bulldlng that th
bishops wlll hold thelr BOasions durlni
the General Conventlon.

Hotidon Stutue.
The State Capltol, whlch has latol;

been onlarged and improved. wilhou'
i however, departlng from tho llnes lat
t down by Mr. Jefferson, is situateil l
. the centre of a beautlful wooded par!
,' in whlch thore aro numerous etatue
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erected to tho memory of the great
and loyal sons of Vlrginla, none of
which, however, being as beautlful as
the statue to General Washington,
which rests under the dome of the Capl-
tol, and which ls consldered the most
famous work ln marblo ln thls coun¬
try. The statue ls by Houdon, and
attracts the attontlon of even the most
casual vlsitor. Wlthln the Capltol
Square ls an equestrlan statute to Gen¬
eral Washington, surrounded by fa-
mous Vlrglnlnns. Not far away ls a
bronzo flgure of Stonewall Jackson
erected by the gentlemen of Englanc
who admlred his milltary genlus, Or
the other Blde of the Washlngtor
Monument, in a pavillon, stands'a flgure
in white marble to Henry Clay, whlle
near lt "Is tho old bell tower, an armorj
of earller days, when the city maln-
talned Its own milltary force, whicl
acted as pollce. At the far end of thi
park1 ls the Governor's Manslon, ant
next to lt ls a bulldlng known as thi

[ .State Llbrary, In which ls a perfec
wealth of Colonlal treasures, such bj
manus,cripts, palntings ot the Gover

r nors of tho State, and qualnt prlnt:
t ull of Intereat to studenta of hlstory.

White Houae,
1 Far out on the hll] that overlooks th'
. valley standa the Whlto HouBe of th
. Confederacy. Horo llved Preslden
j Davls durlng the trylng years of th
t Clvil War. The bulldlng. slmple bu
3 laaslcal, ls now used as a museum foi
r lonfederate tallcs, and wlthln its wall

is the moat valuaplo collectlon that th
Bouth possesses. On the yard bohln
the house rests the shaft of the Vlr
gtnla, known as tha Ironclad Merrlmai
which, ln Its battle with tha Monlto
ln Hanipton Roadp, rovolutlonized mod
ern nnval warfn.ro. Near the Whlt
Houso, but a single hlock asvay, ls th
Valentlne Museura, which is open t

vlsltors, and ls well worthy of notlce.
Just beyond stands the anclent resl¬
dence of Chlef Justlce Marshall, on the
Btreet named ln his honor, The bulld¬
lng is now owned by tho clty, and ls
used aa ofllccs for tho Educatlonal
Board.
On Church Hill, almost across

the way from St. John's Church, Is a
magnificent residence Bet ln a wooded
park, known as the Van Lew house,
It was here that Federal prlsoners
who escaped from Llbby Prlson wore
harborcd by Mlss Bettlo Van Lew, n
Northern sympathlzer, who afterward
became postmlstress at Rlchmond
through the frlendshlp of General
Grant. Llbby Prlson was sltuated just
below the Van Lew resldence, but dur¬
lng the great Chicago Falr vandals se-
aured possesslon of the property anc1
removed"'thIs historle structure to make
a Bldo show on the Mldway.

Flrat Moaonlc Temple.
On Llbby Hill thero has been erected

a simple shaft, bullt of Btones
furnlshed by tho varloua States
of the Coufederacy, and sur-
mounted by the tlgure of a Con-
federate soldler. The atatue stanth
on one of tho most commandlng posV
tlons In tho clty, In vlew of all thos(
who enter by rall or water, Down ir
the valley between Church Hill anc
Capltol Hill, two.of the most lmport
ant of the nevon hllls upon whlch the
city Ib bullt, Ib the old Masonlc Tenv
ple, the flrst bulldlng erected Ir
Amerlca for Masonlc purposea, and nov
occupled by Randolph. Lodge. Thi
bulldlng was erected ln 1785, and li
stlll in excellent repair,

General Lec'it Rceldence.
On Frankjln Streot, just beyo.^J thi

Capltol S<iuare, is tho houso oocuplet

by General Robert E. Lee's famlly
durlng the war, and Just now tho
homo of the Virginia Historical So-
clety, where many valuable pamphlets
and plctures are kept. On lower Maln
Street stands a bulldlng known as
"The Old Stone House," whlch was
Washlngton's headquarters, and where
Jefferson, Lafayette and a hundred
others famous ln hlstory wore enter-
tnined. It ls an lntoresting fact that
Presldent Monroo whon a boy at school
ln Rlchmond, llved ln this old stone
house. Near Flfth nnd Maln a slmplo
bronze tablet set ln wall marks
the slte of the old Allon house,
where Edgar Allen Poe llved,
and ln whlch i wrote "The
Rnven." Thls bulldlng was torn
down wlthln tho last fifteen years to
glve way for the march of lndua-
trlal Improvement. Drlving wostward
through the fashlonable portlon of
Rlchmond, one reachns Monument Ave-
nue, so called on account of the monu-
ments whlch hava beon erected there.
First la seen the bronzo equostrlar
statua to General J. B. B. St.uart, the
dashlng Confederate cavalrym'an whc
was kllled near Yellow Tavorn, nine
mlles from Rlchmond. The next li
tho magnlflcemt equoatrlan atatua tc
General Robert E. Lee, who, slttlnf
on hla war-horse, Traveller, looka to
wards the Southland whlch he lovee
so woll. Stlll further on Ia the monu
ment to Preaident Jefferson Davls, arn
Btlll further thero wlll Bhortly bi
erected an equoatrlan statue to Gen
er.il Fltzhugh Lee. It ls worthy of not
that all four of these great Confed
erates held commlsstoiiB In the Dnltot
States Army, and that General Fltz
hugh Lee bagun his career as lleu
toimnt ia tbe United gtatos Army am

ended lt as a major-goneral In tho
same service.

City of the Deail.
Ono of tho most interostlng spots

around Rlchmond ls the beautlful bury-
ing-ground known as Hollywood, one
of tho .most plcturesque liomes of the
dead ln this coun: :y. AVlth lta beautl¬
ful trees, Its wlde and magnlflcent
lawns and with the rlver forever slng-
lng as lt rlpplcs over tho rocks benoath
the ovorhanglrig cllffB, tho spot seems
nlmost an ldeal one for the repose of
the dead. Here are burled many Con-
federates, and one of the most lmpres-
slvo monuments In and around Rlch¬
mond marks thelr r-stlng place. It is
a simplo pyramld of gray stono, over
which Vlrginla creeper and trumpet
Flower have grown.

Old Churches.
There remalna but to aay a word

about ono or two of tho churches of
Richmond otlier than St. John's, which
was tho ilrst church bullt in Richmond.
The second church was Monumental
where aome of tho commltteea wlll slt
durlng the General Conyenllon, Thls
church was bullt in 1814 on the slte
of the old theatre, where in 1811 one
of the most fearful conflagrations tha-
'thls city has ever known took place
It was a wimer's nlght, when thi
theatre was flllod with the beauty am
fashlon of the town, when a flre brulo
out, and ln the panio which fo!lowe<
slxty-flvo people lost thelr lives
among them being the Governor o
Vlrginla. So great an Impresslon dh
thls have upoii the people of the olt;
that the. locatlnn was purchased b;
the Episoopallans, and a very Imnd
'Bome church edlflce wns ertctmi, 01
the potiieo ol which resta a inarbl

monument upon whose four sldes are
Inscribed tho names of those who per-
Ished ln tho llre.
The thlrd church bullt ln Rlchmond

was St. James Eplscopal, where evesy
mornlng durlng the conventlon an
early service will be held. It was at
thls church that tho funeral servtces
of General J. E. B. Stuart were held.
Tlie fourth church that was bullt ln
Rlchmond.and it is of Interest to note
that all of these churcbes are oft-
shoota'of old St, John's.waa St, Paul's
Church, where the clergy and lalty
wjll sit durlng the General Convention.
Tho corner-stone of St. PaiU's was lairt
October 10, 18-13, by Bishop Johns.^tho
fourth Bishop of Virginia, and tbe
bulldlng has as Its prototype the
Lanthorn of Demosthenes. Very many
distlngulshed clergymen have been
rectors of this church, Including many
bishops, and no church wlthln Vir¬
ginia has been more elosely identifled
wlth tho hlstory of tho city slnce Its
erection.

Illstortc Church.
It was here that General Rob¬

ert E. Lee worshlpped durlng tho
Clvll War, and that Presldent Davls
and hla famlly attended servlcen. Mr,
Davls was conftrmed here, and, to-
gether with Mlss Wlnnie Davls, "The
Daughtor of the Confederacy," received
liis fir^t communion, and two months
later, whlle slttlng in his pew, re¬
ceived notice from an'orderly that tho
last hopes of the Confedoracy had
fallen, General Lee belng about to
evacuate his lines at Petersburg. whlch
termlnated in tho surrender at
at Appomattox.
Near Rlchmond, Wlthln easy driving

distance, are a number of battlefields,
connected almost unlnterruptedly by
fortlllcatlons, whlle further away,
wlthln eusy dlstanco by traln, battle¬
fields, anclent churehes, historle colo-
nlal eatates, anclent unlverslties and
colleges, and all manner of points of
historle Interest may be vislted. Rlch¬
mond may be said in trnth and In fact
to ba the very centeo of historlo in¬
terest of Amerlca.

The daily mornlng prayera of the
General Conventlon wlll be held ln St.
James Church, eorner of Flfth anii
Marshnll Streets, ot 9 A. M., evey work-
Ing day of the sesBlon.

-a. |
The post-otilce and Informatlon bu-

rc:iu and wrlttng-room and other fa-
cHltles of tlu General Conventlon wlll
be located ia the bascment of St. Paul'a
Chu'tth-


